THE RULES AND CONSTITUTION OF THE PHOENIX CAMPING CLUB

1. The name of the Club is the Phoenix Camping Club.

Aims

2. The purpose of the club is to provide company and shared activities for people who live with out a partner and camp alone, at meets held on camping grounds throughout the U.K. and abroad. We aim to be a friendly club, where everyone is included in all activities if they wish to be.  

Membership

3. Membership of Club is exclusively for single people. A single person is defined as someone who is not married or co habiting, is divorced or has suffered the bereavement of a partner. Members must not have a partner live in or otherwise.

4. Members may not share their camping unit with another member except in an emergency.

5. Prospective members will be asked to confirm on their application form that they are single and do not live or have with a partner. 

6. The club is not a dating agency and members who become part of a partnership will be expected to leave.

7. Members are expected to observe these rules.

8. The committee reserves the right to refuse or withdraw membership. The member has the right of appeal to members at an AGM or SGM where, if necessary, a secret ballot will take place from those members present.

9.
Membership subscriptions are a £1.00 joining fee + £12 annual fee. This may be increased or decreased by a vote by members at the AGM or SGM. Should the club be dissolved, a SGM must be called to decide where any remaining funds should go unless an agreement has been reached at an AGM prior to the Club being wound up.

The Committee

10. The Club will be managed by a committee composed of a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor. The duty of the committee shall be to control the affairs of the club on behalf of the members.

To keep accurate accounts of the finances of the club through the Treasurer. These should be available for inspection by members giving reasonable notice, and should be audited before every AGM. The club shall maintain a bank account and the following Officers shall be authorised to sign cheques: any  one from Treasurer, Chairperson or Secretary, or should the cheque be over £300 then two signatures from either the Treasurer, Chairperson or Secretary are required.

11. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt additional members as and when necessary. Co-opted members may be co-opted for one or more meetings in any one-year. Co-opted members do not have a vote at committee meetings.

12. Officers shall be elected for a period of 3 years. After this they may stand for further 3-year periods subject to re-election.

Committee meetings will be held before and after the A.G.M. and at other times as the committee deems necessary. 50% of members will make a quorum. Expenses i.e. fuel and camping costs will be paid for mid-year meetings. In the case of an equal vote at a committee meeting the Chairperson shall have the casting vote. 
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Details of decisions made at committee meetings will be published in the Newsletter as soon as practical.

14 The Committee will make the arrangements for the AGM and a Spring Meet each year and publish these details in the Newsletter. The committee if necessary will co-ordinate meets put on and hosted by members, which will also be published in the newsletter.

The AGM


15
The Committee is responsible to the membership whose decisions at an AGM or SGM must be carried out.

16 If the Committee or member/s consider a vote would be better served by a confidential paper ballot at an AGM or SGM, then the Committee must arrange this and ask for two members   present to act as tellers for the vote.

17 The Club will remain a member of ACCEO.
18 The AGM will take place in September or October each year on a Saturday, details to be advised to all members via the newsletter. 10% of the membership will be required for a quorum

19
Chairperson shall take the chair for the meeting. (Note if the chair is up for re-election, he/she must stand down for that part of the meeting only).

The business at the AGM shall be to:

Confirm the minutes of the previous AGM

Receive and approve the audited accounts from the Treasurer

Receive and approve the annual report from the Secretary

Elect new committee (if positions are vacant)


Review subscription rates
Put to the meeting any motions received.

Each full member of the Phoenix Camping Club shall be entitled to one vote.

Any alterations to the rules and constitution need 2/3rds of the membership present at the AGM to be passed.

Nominations for officers should be received by the Secretary at least 14 days in advance of the AGM with a proposer and seconder and written acceptance of the nominee. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the AGM.

Request for a motion to be put before the AGM must be received in writing by the Secretary at least 60 days prior to the AGM in order that details can be given to members via the Newsletter or a post out notice. Motions must have a proposer and seconder.

Special General Meetings (SGM’s)

An S.G.M. will be convened whenever a written application so to do is received.  The application must have 10 signatures and be accompanied by a written explanation of the need for the meeting, for publication in an emergency newsletter.

A minimum of 60 days notice must be given in order that all members can be notified and a suitable venue booked.

Postal Voting

21 The Committee reserves the right to use a system of postal voting for 1) the election of Officers 2) Changes to the Constitution and rules, only if insufficient numbers are present at the AGM or SGM to form a quorum. 

The News Letter

22. A simple newsletter will be published periodically.

The newsletter will show at least once a year a list of contact details for members and a copy of the programme of meets known at the time of printing.          
Code of Conduct for Rallies; Incorporating ACCEO Rules & Regulations (Appendix 2)

i. Introduction

1. One named member of the Phoenix Camping Club (from now on called the rally marshal) is to be responsible for the conduct of any exempted event and for ensuring that members attending comply with this Code, the Caravan Code, the Country Code and the Coastal Code.

ii. Venue

2. The Phoenix Camping Club will take reasonable steps to satisfy themselves that the site proposed for an exempted event is not subject to an order under paragraph 13 of Schedule 1, or an Article 4 direction, or one for which planning permission has been refused or where enforcement action has been taken.

3. The Phoenix Camping Club should seek the agreement of the local authority before meeting on land adjacent to sites for which planning permission has been granted.

4. The Phoenix Camping Club should not meet on sites adjacent to certificated locations/sites unless the proposed site is clearly differentiated and the risk of interference with local people and other users is minimal.

5. The Phoenix Camping Club should take care that the siting of units does not unduly interfere with the activities of local people, their privacy or their enjoyment of their property. They should also take care that the siting of units does not interfere with the enjoyment by others of the landscape, natural beauty or nature conservation value of the area and particularly in areas designated for their landscape or wildlife qualities.
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(a) The Phoenix Camping Club will undertake not to over-use any venue and will consider carefully before holding successive meetings at the same land.

(b) Caravans under Paragraph 6 Exemption:-

Paragraph 6 meetings will be only for members of the organisation organising the activity and shall not be of more than 5 days (5 x 24hr consecutive periods) duration. Membership should usually be granted for a full year. Membership must have been given in advance of attending meetings and must be for a longer period than that associated with attendance at only one event. Both the individual and the Phoenix Camping Club must enter into a membership agreement with the intention that it is to run its full course (although there may be genuine reasons why an individual does not remain a member for the full term). Arrangements to give prospective members a chance to see what an organisation is like by inviting them to attend a meeting or by granting "temporary" membership are not allowed.


(c) Caravans under Paragraph 4 Exemption:- 

Paragraph 4 meetings will be supervised by a member of the organisation arranging the meeting and shall not be of more than 28 days (28 x 24hr consecutive periods) duration. People who are not members of the organisation may also use the site provided they are under the supervision of the organisation occupying the site.

Organisations arranging any meeting under Paragraph 4 Exemption shall consult the relevant local planning authority before using the proposed site and shall not use any site to which the local planning authority objects.

(d) Tents under Camping Certificate Exemption:-

The organisation will use every endeavour not to camp on any site for more than 42 consecutive days or 60 days in any 12 consecutive months. The organisation also will endeavour not to camp on any site being used for camping by other organisations holding camping exemption certificates, if the site would thereby be used for camping for more than 42 consecutive days or 60 days in 12 consecutive months.

The organisation will agree to move from and avoid any site to which the local authority objects.

iii. Nuisance

7. Local people should be able to carry on their normal activities when meetings are in progress, and. disturbance should be minimised. Complaints should be treated seriously and steps taken to investigate and deal with the causes of complaints.

8. Care should be taken not to damage the site or surrounding locality. Trees, fences, buildings, equipment and stock should be respected.

9. Domestic animals belonging to members of the Phoenix Camping Club should be kept on a lead, under close control. They should not be allowed to run loose on the site or cause disturbance to local people or animals. They should be exercised away from caravans and parts of the site used for communal activities and any mess should be picked up.

10. The rally marshal should identify open space suitable for games, which might otherwise intrude on or constitute a danger or annoyance to Caravanners/Campers or others on or around the site.

11. Noise should be kept to a minimum for the comfort of other Caravanners/Campers on the site as well as people who live or work nearby.

iv. Road safety and access

12. The rally marshal should take steps to ensure that travel from major roads to a proposed site is not likely to cause undue disruption or difficulties for other road users. Access to the rally site must be suitable for the number and likely size of units attending the meeting. The arrival and departure of units should be arranged to minimise disruption to other road users.

13. The speed of vehicles on the site should be restricted to 5 mph.

v. Spacing and density

14. Units should be well spaced and sited so that they do not restrict access to, or exit from, any unit or the area in case of emergencies. There should be a minimum of 6 meters (approx 20ft) of clear space between each complete in any direction unit in any circumstances. Emergency vehicles should be able to secure access to any unit on the site.

vi. Fire precautions

15. Open fires and barbecues should not be held except with the permission of the rally marshal. Where permission is given for open fires or barbecues, they should be sited on open ground, away from caravans, tents, vehicles, awnings and any other structures.

16. Units should carry a fire extinguisher approved to British Standards Institute and/or Fire Officers Certificate standards.

vii. Chemical toilets, waste water disposal

17. The Phoenix Camping Club will act responsibly when disposing of the contents of chemical toilets and waste water and take full account of the need to safeguard water supplies and prevent the pollution of rivers and streams.

18. On-site disposal of the contents of chemical toilets and waste-water will be in accordance with arrangements agreed with the site owner/occupier. Neither will be allowed to foul the ground except at designated disposal points. If in any doubt about the disposal of waste, contact the relevant Local Authority for clarification.

viii. Refuse disposal

19. The Phoenix Camping Club will ensure that refuse is either taken home or disposed of in accordance with on-site arrangements. The rally marshal should be satisfied that appropriate arrangements are in place.

20. The rally marshal will ensure that the site is clear of litter after the meeting.

ix. Other information.

21. The rally marshal will also be aware of the terms of the Caravan Code, the Country Code and the Coastal Code. 

x. General Rules

A. Arrangements for walks and other activities will be discussed at informal meetings, usually the morning coffee get-togethers. It is important that no single person is left on their own especially in the evenings, unless they wish to be.

B.
Noise should be kept to a minimum between the hours of 23.00 and 0700.

C. Before attending the meet members should notify the host and book with the site. Please always state when booking that you are a member of the Phoenix Camping Club. It can sometimes be helpful for the host to know who is coming and the total numbers. 

D. Members who decide to leave a meet early should notify the host.

E   Members with cars are not under any obligation to offer lifts.  The rate should be 40p per mile.  This      amount to be shared between those in the car, the driver should not be included in the cost, therefore if there were 4 passengers they would pay 10p per mile each, 3 passengers  14p per mile and so on
   F.  Members with large vans or awnings are under no obligation to hold open house.
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